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UNITED STATES- POLITICAL ADVISER
. FOR JAPAM

127 SEP 20 AW 1! 40

No. 1293

@mp ﬁa

SUBJECT:  Esperor of Japan's Cpinion Concerning the Future of
the Ryulgu Islands. %
-,

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,
Washington. j

Sir:

1 bAve the homor %o emclose copy of & self-explanatory
mesgrandus for General MecArthur, Septesber 20, 1947, contalaing
the gist of a conversation with Mr. Hidenarl Terasaki, an adviser
to the Emperor, who called at this Office at his own request,

It will be noted that the Eeperor of Japan hopes that the
United States will comtinue the military cocupation of Okinawa
and other islands of the Byukyus, o hope which undoubtedly is
largely based upon self-=interest. The Bmperor also envisages a
continuation of United States military occupation of thess lslands

Japanese pecple would thereby be convinced that the United States

4 ‘ ."5 ‘fﬂ through the medium of a long-term lease. In his opinion, the
¥ 4
i’l

hes no nlterior motives and would welcome United States ofcupation
for military purposes.

Bespectfully yours,
b

W. J. Bebald
% g Counselor of Misslon
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Enclosure: . MMQ?‘“"}E& R{.fg/
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Copy of memorandum for Gensral
MacArthur, September 20, 1947,
Origimal to Department.
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Enclosure to Despatch No. 1293 dated Septesber 22, 1947 from the
United States Folitical Adviser for Japan, Tokyo, on the subject

'hpon: of Japan's Opinion Concerning the Future of the Ryukyu
Islande®.
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GENEFAL HEADQUARTERS
SUFEEME COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIED POWERS

Diplesmtic Becltlon

W_

20 Septesber 1347

MENOBANDUM FOR: Gemeral MacArthar

Mr. Hideaarl Terasakl, an adviser to the Emperor, called by
appointment for the purpose of conveylng to me the Empercr's ideas
concerning the future of Okinaws,

Mr. Terasaki stated that the Emperor hopes that the United
States will contimue the military cccupation of Okinewa and other
islande of the Byulgus, In the Empercr's cpinion, such oecupation
would benefit the United States and also provide protection for
Jagen. The Empercr fesls that such & move would meet with wide-
spread approval among the Japaness people who fear not only the 25
mennce of Bussis, bur after the Uccupation has ended, the growth of
rightist and leftist groups which might give rise to mn "incident”
which Bussin could use as a basis for interfering internally in
Japan., 5
The Emperor further feels that United States military occupation
of Okinewa (and such other islands as may be required) should be
‘based upon the fiction of & long-ters lease--25 to 50 years or more—
with sovereignty retained in Japan, Acoording te the Esparer, this
method of would the pecple that the
United States has no permanent designs on the Byulyu Islands, and
other pations, particulsarly Soviet Fussism and China, would thereby
be estopped from demanding similar rights,

procedurs, Mr. Terssaki felt that the acquisition of
'n:.nu:y tase rights" (of Okinawa mnd other islands in the Ryukyus) '|
should be by bilatersl treaty between the United States sod Japan
Tather than form part of the Allied peace treaty with Japan, The |
latter method, sccording to Mr. Terssaki, would savor too much of
& dictated ;uu ull might in the future endanger the syspathetic
people.

/of ¥, J. Sebald

W, J. Sebald
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